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78 Augusta Street
McCreery House
Perched at the top of a hill on one of the most coveted streets in 
Port Hope sits 78 Augusta Street. This stately home of Victorian 
Italianate architecture, built by Thomas McCreery in 1875, is one 
of the signature houses of one of Ontario’s most charming towns, 
rich in history and vibrant culture. At first glance, this property 
exudes sophistication and grandeur. The magnificent, unique 
architectural exterior strikes a majestic pose with its second-
storey tower and elongated mansard roof, uniquely decorative 
Lintels and Juliet balcony, impressive double brick façade and 
wraparound porch. It is equally as beautiful by day as by night.

Extraordinary views present themselves from every storey and 
every angle of the house. Look south over Lake Ontario, east over 
the historic Town Hall tower clock, west up Augusta and north 
over the ravine and sweeping, tree-lined vista with views of 
multiple church spires. This home is nestled in a neighbourhood 
of many beautiful, unique heritage properties. The purposefully 
built green laneway up to the house was designed and built by the 
current owners. The greenway is anchored by a modern and artistic 
take on a classic drystone wall. Designed by the current owners 
and handcrafted by world-renowned drystone waller, John Shaw 
Rimmington, the extended wall creatively folds into the greenway 
stonework that frames the property and the driveway up to this 
‘castle on a hill’.

The stories held within this incredible heritage home lie behind its 
exceedingly rare double brick exterior. The fully restored intricate 
millwork, handcrafted plaster crown moulding, soaring ceilings, 
vintage glass and double-hung windows (many still original) and 
aged hardwood flooring, are just a few of the endless character 
details this home has to offer.

Walk through the newly refurbished double-door entry into the 
grand foyer and you are taken aback by the natural light and 
old-school beauty. This impressive, impeccably restored heritage 
home boasts 10 and 11-foot ceilings throughout. Its generously 
proportioned principal rooms lend to a natural flow and inherent 
sophistication.

The first floor features stately principal rooms that have a lovely 
connection to one another, while also allowing for separated 
spaces to sneak away. The front foyer boasts high ceilings, large 
bay windows and a wrapping and wide wooden staircase with the 
original banister ascending to the second floor. There is a beautiful 
Mumford fireplace in the living room, custom-built bookcases 
and windows and French doors overlooking the gorgeous front 
and back gardens. The family room adjoins the wonderful 
eat-in kitchen. The custom-designed kitchen with its in-floor 
heating has gorgeous wooden cabinetry with a single cut, honed-
edged countertops, a double-floor-sloped ceiling, and a perfect 
connection to the mudroom with a picture window view to the 
incredible back gardens.



Directly from the kitchen, climb the second set of stairs to the next 
level where you will find two well-sized bedrooms, a renovated 
bathroom with its signature Louis IV oversized mirror, clawfoot 
tub, glass shower, and marble countertops and in-floor heating. 
The second storey of the tower has floor-to-ceiling shelving 
creating a wonderful reading nook through to a Juliet balcony 
where you can enjoy views down Augusta Street toward town and 
the lake. Tucked away, there is also a second-floor laundry with 
cabinetry and extra storage.

Continuing to the third level, there are two additional well-
proportioned bedrooms and a classic, spa-like bathroom. From 
there you can enjoy views of the back gardens and ravine while 
soaking in your clawfoot tub. Known by today’s owners as the 
“getaway guest suite,” this floor has its own coffee bar and a cozy 
nook in the third story of the tower provides outstanding eastern 
and southern views of the surrounding tree canopy, Lake Ontario, 
the town and Ganaraska river.

From the foyer, a separate side door allows one to step out and 
travel along the wraparound porch that leads back to an incredibly 
private, mature outdoor oasis, with a garden that is a true 
masterpiece and labour of love. Professionally landscaped over the 
years, this garden and its mature trees have been carefully and 
thoughtfully designed and maintained. The tiered back gardens 
offer a large stone patio, perfect for privately relaxing and with 
ample room for dining. The lower tier further opens to the ravine 
with a beautiful garden and a gardener station.

Perfect for the chef of the house, an herb garden is situated 
right outside the kitchen door within another perfectly designed 
drystone wall installation. Designed as a double helix, this wall 
creates a most secure retaining wall to the adjacent property and 
features a terrace to enhance the views of the ravine and town. As 
the gardens drop into the ravine on this double-lot property a truly 
unique possibility exists for a potential pool, coach house/garage, 
secondary laneway or even another private dwelling.

Port Hope is a vibrant town, connecting urban and rural life, it 
is bustling with activity and home to famous artists, writers, and 
intellectuals. This signature property is within walking distance of 
the charming downtown shops, restaurants, and businesses. Port 
Hope is also home to Trinity College School, one of the top private 
schools in Canada as well as to excellent public junior, middle and 
high schools.

Only one hour from Toronto by train or car, this country estate 
provides the tranquillity of a pastoral setting within the city’s 
reach, offering the best of both worlds within this architecturally 
stunning ‘castle on a hill.’ This unique and lovingly restored home 
offers an opportunity to own a prestigious part of Port Hope’s 
history.



















Details
LOT SIZE
66 feet by 330 feet

TA XES
$7,282.39 (2021)

POSSESSION  
60 days

HE ATING
Forced air

COOLING
Air conditioning

DRIVEWAY 
Private driveways, front car pad parking and 
additional parking at bottom of hill

Features
• Stunning restored Victorian home, built-in 1875 

and known as ‘John McCreery Home’
• Exquisite curb appeal with the house perched high 

on the hill. Beautiful both by day and night
• Double three-storey brick home with a clock tower 

and views of Lake Ontario and Port Hope from all 
sides of the home

• New intricate stone driveway designed, and 
carefully hand-laid by John Shaw Rimmington 
(over $100 K of work)

• Custom designed green laneway
• Double restored heritage door leading into the 

grand foyer
• Custom millwork, crown moulding, and soaring 

ceilings throughout Foyer boast a grand staircase, 
aged hardwood flooring, heritage windows 
overlooking the front garden and a streetscape

• Living room features a window overlooking 
the front, side and backyard, elegant original 
millwork, and a heritage Victorian cast iron 
fireplace with marble surround

• Cozy family room connects through to a warm 
and welcoming eat-in kitchen with solid wood 
cabinetry, double bevelled soapstone countertop, 
two-floor ceilings with a double skylight and walk 
out to a mudroom that overlooks the stunning 
backyard

• This home is an artist’s dream with high ceilings, a 
ton of natural life and excellent wall space to hang 
works of art

• Main floor has a cozy, fun-spirited powder room
• Second floor boasts two well-proportioned 

bedrooms with big windows overlooking the 
streetscape and wonderful front gardens

• Spacious second-floor washroom with double sink 
and marble countertop, clawfoot tub, glass shower 
and heated floors

• Second-floor laundry/storage
• The third level ‘guest suite’ features two bedrooms, 

an updated spa-like washroom and a wonderful 
third-floor tower reading nook overlooking the 
town and lake

• The stunning rear gardens offer a private and 
serene oasis with lush greenery and mature trees 
and landscaping and an expansive back patio

• The double lot could allow for a coach house, 
garage and/or additional parking. The possibilities 
are endless

• The home has a long, private driveway with ample 
parking. There is also a three-car parking pad at 
the front of the house

• In addition, there is a private parking pad off of 
Gifford Street with newly constructed stairs up to 
the back of the home. This adds extreme privacy. 
There is also an option for an incline elevation 
system in the future

• Spectacular location within the quaint town of 
Port Hope, with walkability to the restaurants and 
shops downtown and park and walking/biking/
skiing trails

• One hour door-to-door from Toronto on the train 
and an easy drive along the 401 to the city. 30 
minutes from the Oshawa commuter Go Train 
station

• Within walking distance to Trinity College School, 
a world-renowned private school. Port Hope is in 
a district for excellent public primary, middle and 
high schools, including French immersion and 
Catholic schools

IMPROVEMENTS
• Heritage refurbished front entry door 2022
• New flagstone walkway 2022
• Custom-built kitchen cabinetry refinishing in 

2022
• New front step outdoor carpeting 2022
• Exterior and interior painting of home 2022
• Repointing secondary chimney 2021
• New heritage luxury scalloped shingled roof in 

2021
• Greenway Laneway, designed and executed by 

John Shaw Rimmington 2021
• New sewage line to the street in 2020
• Air conditioning and new furnace (gas heated 

forced air) in 2019
• Wraparound drystone crevice garden front 

yard 2015 designed and executed by John Shaw 
Rimmington

• Landscape and house lighting 2015
• Heritage rebuilt chimney 2015

INCLUSIONS
• All existing appliances (KitchenAid Stove, 

KitchenAid microwave, LG dishwasher, Amana 
Fridge, Whirlpool washer & dryer)

• All electric light fixtures, except where excluded
• All window coverings
• Furnace, Large A/C Unit, Water Heater, Furnace 

humidifier, Rinnai hot water system with water 
on demand Security System (monitoring service 
separate)

E XCLUSIONS
• All furniture and artwork
• Hanging kitchen light
• Woven hanging light on the second floor
• Metal basket light on the third floor
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